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 December

 2009   

“Serendipity	
   Calendar”	
  
heads	
   the	
   list	
   of	
   fund-­
raising	
  for	
  this	
  month	
  …
 In an effort to defray 
some of the expenses we 
are experiencing against the 
t r e a s u r y , t h e P a r i s h 
Committee authorized this 
project again for 2010.
 The calendar is based 
on a three-digit number of 
your own choosing (itÕs 
yours for the year) and if 
that number comes up you 
win the prize as indicated 
on the calendar.  Each 
calendar seeks a donation 
of $20.
 Please consider dis-
tributing these outside of 
your family (but purchasing 
one is not a bad idea).  
Please solicit the help of 
your friends and neighbors 
as we wade through these 
current financial trials.

Drawings begin 01/01/10.

Parish Christmas Vigil Dinner and socl program scheduled 
for Sunday, December 13th 
 We ask our parish family to gather together to “break the fast” on 
Sunday, 12/13, in a traditional gathering.  This meal is meatless and has 
with it much feeling and tradition.
 Given the wide ethnic scope of  our parish family, we would like to 
make this meal “pot luck” with all the nationalities represented in our 
parish to bring a meatless dish representative of  their nationality.  
Desserts may also be brought to the dinner.  A sign-up sheet will also be 
on the bulletin board in the parish hall.
 We shall also rejoice in seeing our younger members present a 
dramatization of the events surrounding our Lord’s birth.  The rehearsals 
have been sparse, but fruitful.  We’re thankful for those parents of  our 
SOCL students that have consented to the schedule.  It will be a 
wonderful presentation!
 We hope that our parish family will come together to share in this 
traditional parish event.

We would like to take this opportunity to 
sincerely invite your participation in the 

Sharing of Prayer during the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity on Sunday, January 24 th  at 4 pm.  

The Parish Community of St. AdalbertÕs will once 
again visit our parish for this time of worship.  

We are also humbled to be able to meet, His 
Grace, Most Rev. Howard Hubbard, 
Bishop of the Albany RC Diocese, 

as Presider and Homilist.
Let us ALL  gather for this time of prayer!!!

Please note the Nomination Form included herein.
We hope the congregation will help in this democratic process.

The forms are due in by January 3, 2010.
This will allow time enough to compile the information

for the Annual Congregational Meeting in January.
Thanks in advance for your help and assistance.

Jesus
Is the Reason

For the Season

PARISH ADORATION 
SOCIETY CHRISTMAS 
SALE  AND BAKE SALE 
ON THE 6 TH .  
COME AND SEE WHAT 

http://www.holynamencc.org
http://www.holynamencc.org


 December   2009
6  Advent 2
 2a Niedziela Adwentu

Lessons Baruch 5:1-9
  Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11
GOSPEL Luke 3:1-6

Lector:   Marilyn Hietala
Intentions ! p. Estelle Elka  (seventh 
anniversary).

-  A rehearsal for the Nativity Play and Cate-
chetical classes held following Holy Mass.
-  No Host, as yet, for Coffee Hour.
-  WomensÕ Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament Society “Christmas Sale and 
Bake Sale”; and the monthly meeting follows

13  Advent 3
 3a Niedziela Adwentu

Lessons Zephaniah 3:14-18
  Philippians 4:4-7
GOSPEL Luke 3:10-18

Lector:   Claudia Bertasso
Intentions ! p.  Ferdinand, Steven, Benjamin, 
Marion Holly Ruchalski, ofr by the family.

-  Advent Penitential Devotions will be 
conducted prior to Holy Mass this morning.
- The SOCL students will be presenting a short 
dramatic presentation concerning our 
celebration of our LordÕs birth.  
- The Parish will hold a Christmas Vigil covered 
dish Dinner following this presentation (please 
see note elsewhere in this NewsletterÓ)

The Xmas of Christmas
 Someone has written that people use 
Xmas and it means Xhaustion, Xcuses, 
Xchanges, Xcesses, Xtravagances, 
Xasperations, Xhibitions, and worldly 
Xcitement.  How much better to make 
Christ the very center of our Christmas 
observances and know joy, happiness, 
sharing and content-ment in him.  Keep 
Christ in Christmas!

20  Advent 4
 4a Niedziela Adwentu

Lessons Micah 5:1-4
  Hebrews 10:5-10
GOSPEL Luke 1:39-45

Lector:   Larry Panfil
Intention ! p. Helen Kaminski, ofr by the 
family
Intention ! p. Dennis Kopec, ofr by the family

-  the preparing of the parish church 
for the nativity holydays will take 
place following The Parish Committee 
Meeting Scheduled for this morning.
-  No host, as yet, for Coffee hour.
-  Sunday School and Catechetical classes will 
be held.

27 – Solemnity of the Humble 
Shepherds
 Święto Ubogich Pasterzy

Lessons Isaiah 62:11-12
  Titus 3:4-7
GOSPEL Luke 2:15-20

Lector: Deacon Konicki

-  The SOCL and the Catechism classes 
will be taking a holyday break.
-  Coffee Hour not yet taken
-  Collection taken up this day for the 
Savonarola Theological Seminary.  Please be 
generous to aid those who are preparing for 
the ordained ministry of our Holy Church.

Looking to January ...
  1 - Solemnity of the Circumcision - Octave
 of Christmas - Holy Day of Obligation
  6 - Solemnity of the Epiphany - Holy Mass,
 with the blessings of chalk and
 incense.  Pastoral Visitations begin.
31 - Annual Parish Gathering

I will honor Christ in my heart
and try to keep it all year.

-- Charles Dickens --



 
 2 - Christina Supinski
 - Dorothy Morrison
  Lisa Houser
  3 - Claudia Bertasso
  4 - Mikayla Jakubiak
  5 - Steven Martin
  6 - Justin W!glinski
  7 - Helen Zebrowski

- Paul Zebrowski
  9 - Christine Rager

- Mikayla Jakubiak
10 - Andrew Zostant
13 - Justin Kimball
14 - Susan Dantz
 - Veralyn Vroman
15  Nancy Fredenburg
16 - Bethany Victoria Normandin
19 - Carol Kupiec

-          Frances Liska
-          Darian DePasquale

23 - Michael Mazzone
24 - Edward Jakubiak
25 - Matthew Seidel
28 - Denise Meyers

19 - Bob and Cyndie Williams

If anyone would like to greet our sisters and 
brothers on their important day this month
and does not have their mailing address,
just send your card in care of the parish,

and it will surely find its way
to the worthy recipient.

Serendipity Calendars
$ 20.00 / calendar

Drawings begin
01/01/10

Info?
Call: 372.1992

 It is not easy
to apologize,
to begin over,
to be unselfish,
to take advice,
to admit error,
to be charitable,
to keep on trying,
to be considerate,
to avoid mistakes,
to forgive and forget,
to think and then act,
to make the best of little,
to shoulder a deserved blame,
to recognize the silver lining,
But it always pays; try it.

 Each year during the penitential seasons, 
we call to mind the need in our community for 
food.  Each penitential season, our parish family 
comes through with a great amount of much 
needed items.  Let us be helpful once again this 
Advent by bringing in some (nonperishable) food 
items for distribution.  If you know of anyone in 
particular who may benefit from this ministry, 
please call the parish office.

 Another Advent project that has seen many 
blessings over the past years has been the "mitten 

tree."   Our gifts, as well as 
many hearts have warmed 
many hands, large and small.  
People you help you will 
probably never meet, except 
for perhaps in the eternal 
kingdom.  Your cooperation 
again this year will bring 

much joy to those in need.  May God bless you 
richly in your giving. 

People who think they can charge their sins
up to experience are going to be shocked

when they discover how poor their credit is
with God.

- O.A. Battista -



 And as an advance notice, the date for 
the Advent Penitential is here given:  Sunday, 
December 13 th !!!!   We shall begin our wor-
ship this morning with a sacramental prepar-
ation for the holy season that will soon be upon 
us. This prayer time allows us some aid in our 
spiritual preparedness.  In our busy lives, we 
can use this special time to feed our souls.
 Please keep this date free of worldly 
concerns, and allow yourself the help of 
community prayer and spiritual fellowship.
 Our younger members will be 
assembling for their own service on Saturday, 
the 12th, at 10 am.

SCHEDULE FOR THE
NATIVITY HOLYDAYS

Vigil of the Nativity Feast
(Pasterka) (12/24)

Holy Mass celebrated midnight, with the 
blessing of the Creche and the Proclamations

Feast of the Nativity
(Christmas Day) (12/25)

Holy Mass will be celebrated at 10:00 am.

 Feast of St Sylvester
 (12/31)

Solemnity of the Circumcision
(1/1)

Holy Mass of the Solemnity celebrated at 
10:00am    THIS IS A CATHOLIC 
CHRISTIAN HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION.

 The above schedule is here given so 
that all of our parish family may fully celebrate 

the HolyDays of the Nativity.  Every 
effort has been made in awareness 
of the various schedules to insure 
that times chosen would be 
accommodating.  Enjoy the Season 
in our faith community.  May the 
Messiah Jesus richly bless you !!!

Advent Prayer
 Heavenly Father, the earth rejoices in the 
hope of the Savior’s coming.  With humility 
and thanksgiving we prepare for His grace to 
cleanse our souls and bring light into the world.  
Amen.

 A ruling habit
 I take religion to be, not the bare saying 
over of so many prayers morning and evening, in 
public or in private; not something superadded 
now and then to a careless or worldly life; but a 
constant ruling habit of soul; a renewal of our 
minds in the image of God; a recovery of the 
divine likeness; a still increasing conformity of 
heart and life to the pattern of our most holy 
Redeemer.
 - John Wesley

 The giver makes the gift precious.

Life is a gift.
Have you thanked the giver today?

All the great things are simple and may be 
expressed in single words:  freedom, honor, 

duty, mercy, hope, and love.

Remember:
- 
 ANS Christmas Sale and Bake 
Sale on the 6th 
- Youth Advent Service on the 12th 
- Advent Penitential Service on the 

13h.
- SOCL Nativity Program on the 13th  
- Parish “Wigilia” Dinner on the 13th  
- Decorating the Parish Church 

Following MASS on the 20th 

What nationality is Santa Claus?
North Polish



Please also be concerned about the ministry 
outreaches we have for the Advent season:

- Food collection / this has always proved to 
be a way we supply those in need with 
foodstuffs over the colder months.  Please 
bring your non-perishable food items to 
be boxes in the narthex.

- The “mitten tree” will again bring to 
those in need some warmth.  As always, 
we appreciate your sacrifices in this 
ministry.

 
 As the year of 2009 comes to a close, it is at 
this time we remind the congregation of their 
financial obligations to the parish.  For the most part, 
our parish family has been fairly conscientious in its 
giving.   Although it is sadly noted that many of our 
parishioners have not fully supported the parish this 
year.
 The Parish Committee would like to strongly 
urge the congregation to take a more serious 
examination of giving, facing continuing expenses 
and smaller bingo proceeds.  We can’t let this get the 
better of us.   We must look at our consideration of 
the work of God of prime importance in our daily 
tasks; He alone is faithful !!!  We ask for your 
prayers, your time and consideration; and as much as  
in you lies, your continued giving for the work of the 
Lord.  Thank you! Please be reminded that the 
parish financial books close on December 31st!
 Please check your records to see how your 
2009 contributions have fared.  If you have any 
questions, please see one of our parish financial 
officers.

 As has been reported, the dues structure for 
the National church and now the diocese has 

changed.  We are obligated by synodal action to offer 
these increases to the National church and to our 
Diocese.  If the parishioners do not freely give toward 
these allocations, the funds will need to come from 
the parish treasury.
 As you know, the tax laws will view church 
donations in a different light.  Tax laws or not, we 
should have it as a responsibility to see that the 
parish ministry continues.  Let's not be fooled that it 
can be done with only a smile and good intentions.  
We have undertaken some ambitious plans, as per 
congregational mandate.  As God has been gracious, 
let us see to it that we return to Him some of the good 
He has given us.

Advent
God in our hands,
God in our hearts

When God measures a person,
He puts the tape around the heart,

not the head.

Checkbook Activity
  July
Income $ 4,419 00

Expense $ 3,346 74 gain - $ 1,07226

  August  
Income  $ 2,251 00 

Expense  $ 2,692 30 loss - $ 44070

  September
Income  $ 3,431 82

Expense $ 2,384 70 gain - $ 1,04712

Gain for period - $  1,678.68

What do you call a bunch of grandmasters 
of chess bragging about their games in a 

hotel lobby?

Chess nuts boasting in an open foyer

On Sunday, the 6th, the Adoration 
Society of our parish will be holding a 
Christmas Sale and Bake Sale 
following Holy Mass on this day.
 With great anticipation, we shall 
await to see what we will be able to 
take home and to grace our homes.
 Remember, that the Society has 
as its care the altars of our parish 
church.  As they minister to us, let us 
minister to them and support this 
project.  Bring a curious mind and an 
open pocket to their Sale.



Holy Name of Jesus Polish National Catholic Church

Dear Parishioners, 

As we begin the last month of 2009, we are also reminded that we are approaching the 
time for our next parish elections meeting (January 31 st ).  At this meeting, the 
parish committee for 2010 will be elected, along with the parish jurors and auditors; also a 
delegate to the General Synod is needed.  Due to the diversity of our parish, it has become 
necessary that those elected reflect not only the mind of the Church, but also the aggregate 
composition of our parish.

With this in mind, our Nomination Committee was established to solicit prospective 
members for election to the parish committee, and to other such offices within the parish. 
This committee is comprised of volunteers, who were elected to the task, and the parish 
administrator, ex officio.  This letter is one of their steps in completing their work. 

The function of the Nomination Committee is of utmost importance since the management 
of our parish is entrusted to those who are elected for the year.  With an eye to the needs of 
the parish, this committee sifts through the membership of the parish.  A potential major 
obstacle to the task is any reluctance to accept a nomination.  More often than not, a 
member refuses a nomination (or is reluctant to accept one), since the member does not 
know what is expected of a parish officer.

And so, to clarify this point, please reference the sections of the Church Constitution 
concerning the Parish Committee and parish offices at your convenience.  After reading 
those sections, please complete the nomination form on the reverse.  Ask questions if 
something is not clear.  And more importantly, consider accepting a nomination if you are 
contacted by the Nomination committee.

The form on the reverse side may be reproduced to accommodate all members of your 
family who are eligible to vote.

Again it is through this unique aspect of the responsibilities of membership in the Polish 
National Catholic Church that allows the laity to elect those who shall provide leadership 
for a parish, our parish.  The Lord has blessed us with the ministries of those serving for 
2009.  We pray that our good Lord will continue to bless us with His grace and His 
anointing in the ministry of service and hospitality in those who will undertake these 
tasks.  Thank you for your help in this process.

Sincerely,

/s./  Father Stan Bilinski
 for the Nominations Committee



Recommendation for parish offices of the Holy Name of Jesus Polish National Catholic Church: 
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM BY JANUARY 3, 2010!

1)  I recommend that the following members of this parish be considered for nomination to the parish committee 
(you may recommend yourself):

  Incumbent   position  Nomination (may be re-nominated)
  Lawrence Panfil  Chair   a)
  Peter Battaglia   Vice-Chair  b)
  Marilyn Hietala  Rec. Sec’y  c)
  Marlyn Martiniano  Fin. Sec’y  d)
  Claudia Bertasso  Treasurer  e)
  Robert Dominy  Director  f)
  Stephanie Dominy  Director  g)
  Marianne Weglinski  Director  h)
  Kathy Dominy-White   Director  i)
  John White IV   Director  j)
 
2)  I recommend that the following members of this parish be considered for nomination to the offices of parish 
auditor and/or public relations person (those wishing this office may not serve on the parish committee) (you may 
recommend yourself):

       Incumbent   position  Nomination (may be re-nominated)
  Shirley Maliszewski   Auditor  a)
  Liz Battaglia   Auditor  b)
  Christine D’Amico  Auditor  c)
  Renee Konicki    Auditor  d)
      Public Relations d)

3)  I recommend that the following members of this parish be considered for nomination to the office of parish 
juror (those wishing this office may not serve on the parish committee)  (you may recommend yourself):  [NOTE:  
2 year term]

  Incumbent   position  Nomination (may be re-nominated)
  Edward Bertasso  Juror (remaining year) a)
  Stefan Weglinski  Juror (term expires)  b)
      Juror    c)

4)  I recommend that the following members of this parish be considered for nomination to the Nomination 
Committee  (those wishing this office may not serve on the parish committee) (you may recommend yourself):

  Incumbent   position  Nomination (may be re-nominated)
  Donna Panfil    Nominations  a)
  Marlyn Matiniano  Nominations  b)
  Marilyn Hietala  Nominations  c)

5)  I recommend that the following members of this parish be considered for nomination as delegate to the General 
Synod (you may recommend yourself):

     a)
     b)  

  Signed:*   (Please make individual copies for all eligible voters in your household.)



Parish O!ering Envelopes for 2010 to 
be distributed during this monthÉ
 As concerned parishioners, we offer 
from the abundance God has given us for the 
support of our parish and its mission and 
ministry.  As we are working through another 
year the Lord has given us, we also look at 
continually rising costs of parish maintenance. 
We are thankful to those who support with 
their treasure that which we do as a parish 
here for the good of the LordÕs kingdom.
 For 2010, every adult in our parish 18 
years and older shall contribute:
$50/adult/year to the General Church;
$12/adult/year to the Central Diocese; and,
$25/single, and $50/family- to the Parish. 
 Remember that those of our elder 
brethren (65 and older) are exempt from 
parish dues (the last amount in the list).  
 Remember also, that the parish will 
have to remit the dues to the General Church 
and the diocese for those parishioners who do 
not offer any.  So we encourage all of our 
parishioners to take care of their financial 
obligations as soon as they are able.  We do 
have an envelope in the packet to help you.
     The structures are as follows:

Adult (18-65 years, single, widow, widower) 
$ 50 General Church

12 Diocese
25 Parish Total $ 87/year

(College students and military personnel are 
exempt from the need to remit parish dues.)

Adult (65+ years, single, widow, widower) 
$ 50 General Church

12       Diocese Total $ 62/year

Adults (18+ years, husband and wife)
$ 100 General Church
   24 Diocese
   50 Parish Total $ 174/year

 These are the minimum dues 
requirements for membership; monies that 
cannot stay in the parish, but must be 

remitted.  Anything over these amounts 
constitutes your worthy donations to the parish 
of which we can retain, but still pay 6% to the 
General Church.  So you can see how vital it is 
that your concerned consideration of our 
financial situation needs to be.
 May God continue to bless your worthy 
giving for the work of the Church in 2009 and 
anticipate His blessings in 2010.

 

Popular among the ancient Greek and Roman 
tragedians was a theatrical device known as 
deus ex machina, which literally meant the 
god or gods in question would be lowered 
onto the stage by means of pulleys to bring 
forth a resolution to a conflict on stage.  The 
phrase used today refers to any resolution of a 
story that does not pay due regard to the 
taleÕs internal logic.  Shakespeare used it, H.G. 
Wells used it.  In short, deus ex machina is a 
quick fix in a story and functions like the 
cavalry charging into the fray.
 Is this the quick fix that the Israelites 
were hoping for when through the prophet 
Isaiah they cried out to God to Òtear the 
heavens and come downÓ?  IsnÕt this also the 
sort of remedy each of us desires when we 
look at our lives and our world and find no 
other solution to our struggles save that of a 
dramatic divine intervention?
 Advent should remind us that our 
desire for a deus ex machina is unfounded, for 
God has al-ready come among us, has already 
become fully invested in our flesh and blood, 
completely engaged in our time and space and 
has chosen to remain with us as bread and 
wine, as word and spirit, as wisdom, Lord and 
love.
 The weeks of Advent call us to an 
existential awareness of God in our midst, 
here and now.  This blessing of GodÕs 
continuing presence with us has become 
available to us through the birth of Jesus.

A misprint in the church bulletin read -
ÒThe choir will sing,
ÔI hear the bills on Christmas Day.ÕÓ

PLEASE DON’T FORGT TO SIGN UP 
AND BRING A DISH FOR THE VIGIL 

DINNER
ON THE 13TH.  



The Preparation of the Parish Church for 

the Christmas holydays will be done 

following the 9AM MASS on Sunday, 

December 23.   If enough hands are on 

board, we can make quick work of the 

task and take humble pride in knowing 

we have prepared the manger for the 

Christ Child to be once again honored 

on the day of Nativity.  Please give a 

hand.


